
Christian should permeate 

every aspect of oneõs life.  

We are all sinful people and 

we all struggle daily with 

living to the glory of God, 

but many of the people here 

still donõt understand what it 

even means to try to live fully 

to the glory of God.  

For example, petty 

theft his a huge 

problem.  Little chil-

dren already know 

how to steal things 

and are not pun-

ished, so it becomes 

a way of life.  Ice 

has had to resort to 

writing her name on 

her underclothing 

with a jiffy marker 

because they keep going 

òmissingó.  Her family also 

likes to constantly òborrowó 

money from her and then 

never pay it back.  They all 

have jobs, but because she 

gets extra money from her 

Playstation (she charges chil-

dren 5,000 rupiahs/hour to 

playñabout 50 cents) they 

feel that she should fulfill 

their shortfalls. 

At time of writing this news-

letter, we have just cele-

brated thanksgiving together 

with our MAF family here in 

Sentani.  We are an Interna-

tional group so we celebrate 

thanksgiving sometime be-

tween the American and Ca-

nadian dates.  We 

have much to be 

thankful for!  As His 

people, God has 

called us to be a light 

wherever he has 

placed us and we are 

truly thankful that he 

has placed us here in 

Papua.  It is a privi-

lege to live and serve 

here in Sentani.  And 

this privilege would 

not be possible without the 

support of so many of you 

folks in Canada and Holland.  

For your support of this minis-

try with MAF we are grateful.   

As we draw near to the 

Christmas season here in 

Papua, people start building 

their music huts, the stores 

begin filling with tinsel, col-

ourful balls, plastic trees and 

other such òChristmasó para-

phernalia.  Churches begin 

planning the parties they'll 

have around the 1st of the 

month to òopenó the Christ-

mas season.  Traditions are 

followed to the letter.  We 

pray that the people here 

will truly know and under-

stand that Christmas is the 

celebration of the most im-

portant event in the history of 

this sinful world.  It is not sim-

ply a way to differentiate 

yourself from those who be-

long to the major religion 

here in Indonesia.  Sadly, the 

majority of Christians here 

are Sunday Christians alone.  

There is still a lack of under-

standing as to how being a 

Life here on Pos 7 is never 

without a dull moment for 

long.  Not long after we 

came back from furlough we 

discovered that our guard 

Yokben had not actually 

been receiving the wages we 

thought we were paying him.  

Originally we had hired his 

brother-in-law, whom he lives 

with, to work for us.  After a 

while this man left for a pro-

longed period of time without 

talking to us first.  He had ar-

ranged for Yokben to work for 

him so we assumed that the job 

had been given to Yokben.  As 

it turns out, the brother-in-law 

was still taking all the funds 

and giving Yokben a pitifully 

small portion of it in spite of 

the fact that he was doing all 

the work!  We should have 

realized that culturally we 

needed to officially break 

off with the first guy before 

officially hiring Yokben.  

There was some uproar when 

we dealt with the issue and 

we went one week with no 

guard before quietly allow-

ing Yokben to return.  We 

now keep a portion of his 

wages safely in our house 

and there have been no 

problems since then. 

Special points of interest: 
 

Our crate finally 

came and nothing 

was missing! 

Recently we cele-

brated another 

year of safe fly-

ing! 

We now have 2 

Kodiak aircraft 

with a third one 

soon to come. 

We are experienc-

ing the driest sea-

son anyone can 

ever remember 

experiencing.  

Wells are running 

dry as are the 

rivers.  There is no 

waterfall up the 

mountain either! 

In September Hugo 

and a coworker 

taught a bike re-

pair class to the 

kids from Papua 

Harapan school. 
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The arrival of our crate. 

Our newest Kodiak aircraft. 

Life on the hill... 


